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FOSTER CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY
PROVES TO BE THE MOST SUCCESSFUL YET!

$7000 in Cash Donations
312 Gift Cards

300+ Wrapped Gifts

150 Unwrapped Toys
150 Overstuffed Stockings
146 Foster Children

55 Foster Families

40 Pizzas

35 Generous Sponsors
30 Volunteers

3 Clowns

1 Magician

1 Giant Orange Fish

1 Santa Clause

1 Mrs. Clause

1 EIf

1 Photographer
Hundreds of Hours of Sweat
Equity

Pounds of Generosity
Gallons of Cooperation
Dozens of Thanks

Mix together to create one “spectacular” Foster Children’s Christmas
Party.

We must admit, this year’s Foster Children’s Christmas Party was, by
far, the most successful yet. Of the 146 children you helped to spon-
sor, only 12 were not in attendance. In years past an average of 30-40
would be absent. This year we were also please to learn that all but
two of the 12 and older children attended—proving that even the older
children appreciate you.

As we would hope, each year this wonderful event just gets larger and
larger. So many of you contribute in one way or another to make such
an amazing event for some really remarkable children. You can’t pos-
sibly know how much your contributions mean to these children and
families.

Many of you may not know that this party not only provides these chil-
dren with the gifts that they wish for, but also provides a place for
many of the children to visit with their siblings who are placed in differ-
ent foster homes. | was personally reminded of this when a young
man asked me to check my roster to see if his sister had arrived yet. |
could clearly see the disappointment in his face when telling him she
had not. Later that evening however, you would have thought he’d just
been given the world if you had seen the two of them together.

Over and over again, foster parents thanked us (you)— some with
tears in their eyes—for such a wonderful event.

Nothing in the world can be said to tell you how very much we appreci-
ate each and every one of our Sponsors, Donors, & Volunteers. We
wish you all the very best this Christmas and in the coming year. God
Bless You All!

CHAMBER ELECTS NEW
DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS

Please join us a we welcome to
new board members to the
Chamber board. Mike Greif and
Kelly Valle were recently elected
to the Chamber board. Mike
and Kelly are new to the board

Also re-elected by ballot were
Glenda Straughn and Lisa Sit-
ler. We're so glad you'll be

staying with us another term!!

Recently, the Chamber board

this year, but have both served
on the Chamber board in years
past. Welcome back Gentle-
men!

voted to elect the following offi-
cers for 2005: Mary Lee
Faircloth as President, Glenda

Santa, Mrs.
Clause, a Magi-
cian, Nemo, and
Clowns  were
just a few of the
attractions  at
this years Fos-
ter  Children’s
Christmas
Party. This
year’s party was
attended by 136
area foster chil-
dren.

Straughn as 1st Vice-President,
Kelly Valle as 2nd Vice-
President, and Anne Strang-
meier as Treasurer. Congratu-
lations Ladies and Gentlemen.
We're looking forward to an
extraordinary 2005 with you as
our leaders!!
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WHY SHOULD YOU SHOP
LOCALLY THIS HOLIDAY SEASON?

The Chamber would like to
remind everyone to shop
locally this Christmas and
every day. When you shop
and dine in Park Hills a portion
of your tax

dollar comes back to your
community. These dollars help
maintain parks, playgrounds
and recreation programs.
Before you head to the "Big
City" to spend your money
consider this:

Have the "Big City" stores ever
bought tickets for your school
activities

or ads in your yearbooks?
Have they ever bought tickets
for your church suppers or
donated to community
projects?

Have they ever put up your
Posters in their windows for
your organization?

Have they always been handy
and willing to service their
merchandise when you
needed it?

Have they ever opened after
hours when you were in
Desperate need of something?
Will the "Big City" stores cash

your checks for over the
amount of the purchase?
Have they ever extended
credit over 30 days when
things were a little tight for
you?

Shopping Locally Benefits Us
All!

Why should you support Park
Hills businesses?

Because this is where you
make your money and this is
the place to spend it.
Because your personal and
business interests are here.
Because the community that
is good enough to live in, is
good enough to shop and do
business in.

Because you want to see the
goods and services you buy
and you get what you pay for.
Because you can get follow-
up and after sales service
right here at home.

Because every dollar you
spend here, stays here and
works for the development of
our community.

Because the local merchants
and businesses support your
kids teams and other local

organizations.

Because the businesses you
deal with stand behind their
products and services.
Because the businesses you
deal with pay their taxes here
at home.

Because the businesses you
deal with help support your
school, your hospital, your
church and your home.
Local Buying Supports Local
Jobs!

Your Chamber has a few
items in the office for
Christmas presents for that
hard to buy person on your
list. We have several books
that tell the history of Park
Hills and St. Francois County
through words and pictures.
We have cookbooks which
include recipes from local
residents. And Postcard you
can use to send someone a
Christmas greeting this
holiday season.

Remember, not only is it good
business to do business with
Chamber member, but it'’s
also good business to shop
locally this holiday season!!!

2007 INSTALLATION & AWARDS BANQUET

The annual installation ban-
quet slated for December 14,
2005 is nearing quickly.

As recently announced, this
year’'s banquet will feature a
mystery dinner theater pre-
sented by “Comedy Time Pro-
ductions” of St. Louis. Housed
in the Lemp Mansion, Comedy
Time Productions will be per-
forming “A Holiday for

Scrooge”. A guaranteed good
time!!

Ticket prices will remain the
same as last year, $25 per
person in advance and $30
per person at the door.

Happy Hour will begin at 6:00
p.m. with drinks, piano music
and the introduction of actors.
Dinner begins as 7:00 p.m.
with awards and installation of

officers to immediately follow.
This year’s dinner will once
again be catered by the
Chamber’s very own, Glenda
Straughn.

Reservations are required.

Watch you mail in the near fu-
ture for your formal invitation.

Hope you'll plan to attend!!
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Your ChAMI;;R Calendar

December 2004 January 2004
v' 14th - Christmas Luncheon /12:00 p. v 4th - Chamber Board Meeting /

m./ Elizabeth Hall 8:00 a.m./ Depot Building
v 14th - Foster Children’s Christmas v 5th - IDA Board Meeting
party /6:00 p.m./ Elizabeth Hall v 7th - 14th - Christmas Luncheon /
v 23rd & 24th - Christmas Holiday/ 12:00 p.m./ Elizabeth Hall
Office Closed v 14th - Annual Installation
v 31st - New Year’s Eve/ Office Closed Banquet /6:00 p.m./ Elizabeth Hall
REMEMBER!!

There’s no regular investor

meetings in December or Janu-
ary due to the Foster Children’s
Christmas Party and the Instal-

lation Banquet!




